The Trinity: The Father, The Son, and The Holy Ghost

Lesson 2 – God the Father

Part I – His Nature and Attributes

God is:

· Eternally existent. He had no beginning and His existence will never end. He is immortal and infinite (Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 90:2; 1 Timothy 1:17)
· God is spirit, meaning He is invisible (John 1:18; 4:24)

· God is omnipotent, meaning He is all-powerful; He can do anything that pleases Him, but His actions will always be in accord with the rest of His character (Revelation 19:6; Jeremiah 32:17,27). 

· God is omnipresent, meaning He is ever-present, everywhere. (Psalm 139:7-13; Jeremiah 23:23). This does not mean that God is everything (trees, animals, etc.) 

· God is omniscient, meaning He knows the past, present, and future, even what we are thinking at any given moment; since He knows everything His justice will always be administered fairly (Psalm 139:1-5; Proverbs 5:21)

Key Qualities

· God is holy, meaning that He is separated from all moral defilement and is hostile toward it. God sees all evil and it angers Him; fire is usually mentioned in scripture along with holiness. God is referred to as a consuming fire (Isaiah 6:3; Habakkuk 1:13; Exodus 3:2,4,5; Hebrews 12:29)

· God is incomparable, meaning there is no one like Him in works or being; He is unequaled and perfect (2 Samuel 7:22; Psalm 86:8; Isaiah 40:25; Matthew 5:48)
· God is unchangeable; this means that God is absolutely reliable and trustworthy: Malachi 3:6; Numbers 23:19; Psalm 102:26,27)
· God is gracious - this would include His goodness, kindness, mercy, and love (Exodus 34:6; Psalm 31:19; 1 Peter 1:3; John 3:16; John 17:3)
Part II - Role In the Trinity

God the Father is the ultimate source or cause of: 

· The universe (1 Corinthians 8:6; Revelation 4:11); 

· Divine revelation (Revelation 1:1); 

· Salvation (John 3:16-17);  

· Jesus' human works (John 5:17; 14:10). 

· The Father INITIATES all of these things.
The subordination within the Trinity: 

· The Holy Spirit is subordinate to the Father and the Son. (Luke 22:42; John 5:36; John 20:21; 1 John 4:14)

· The Son is subordinate to the Father. (John 14:16; 14:26; 15:26; 16:7 and especially John 16:13-14.)

· This is an internal relationship, and does not deny the deity of any person of the Trinity. This is simply an area which our finite minds cannot understand concerning the infinite God.
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