What is My Ministry?

Lesson 1: "The Speaking Gifts" (Romans 12:6-8)
The “Speaking Gifts” are divided between two distinct yet complementing types of communication: Teaching and Exhortation & Prophecy. Both involve sharing the Word of God for the purpose of edifying the Church.


I. TEACHING
1. Definition: The word “teachers” is a Greek word meaning instruction, doctrine, teaching precepts & commands. The term carries with it the idea of systematic teaching or training. 
a. The curriculum of the teacher is the Word of God. The goal of teaching is understanding. 
b. The gift of teaching is a God given ability to understand and pass on spiritual truth.
2. Example: In Luke 24 we see the Great teacher in action. Luke 24:25-27 
a. Jesus gave no new truth. He dealt with the Scriptures  and gave new insights into them. 
b. The word expounded in verse 27 is the Greek word diermeneuo from hermeneuo meaning “to interpret” and dia which means “through”. 
c. It literally means “to interpret fully”. Everyone who can read can tell you what the Scriptures say, the teacher tells us what they mean by what they say.

d. Without a thorough interpretation of God’s Word, understanding and application are impossible.
3. Application: Knowledge always precedes spiritual growth. 
a. If the church is to grow, it must have teaching. Apart from the gift of teaching none of the gifts would operate as they should.
b. Sound teaching safeguards from error. According to Paul, teaching is a bulwark against apostasy. 1 Timothy 4:1 
c. The church's mandate is to teach the Word of God. The great commission is not just a call for evangelism but for teaching. We must teach those we reach. Matthew 28:18-20 
4. Preparation: The person with the gift of teaching must prepare to teach. Having the gift doesn't negate the need to study. Preparation doesn’t produces the gift, but preparation prepares one for its use. 
a. A teacher must first and always be a learner. All through his ministry Paul emphasized the need for study. 2 Timothy 4:13
b. Teachers have a greater accountability in the body. James 3:1-2 
i. This is because those who teach have a tremendous potential to lead people astray with false teaching. 

II. EXHORTATION & PROPHECY
1. Definition: The Greek word for exhortation is parakaleo, (par-ak-al-eh'-o) from para = to the side, and kelo = to call, thus "to call to one's side." it has the idea of comfort, or encouragement. 
a. The Greek word for Prophecy prophēteia, denotes both the public proclaiming of God’s established truth or foretelling.

2. Example: Both exhortation and prophecy are associated with preaching, but may also be expressed in more personal ways through words of comfort, consolation, encouragement and counsel to other members in such a way that they feel helped and healed. II Timothy 4:2
3. Application: People with the gift of exhortation build you up, give you comfort, strengthen you. Those with the gift of prophecy speak bold truths of salvation and sin, even to those who don’t want to hear.
a. It is the ability to get alongside someone who has a problem and build them up, encourage them, strengthen them, and help bear their load. Acts 2:39-41
b. Martin Luther said, "Teaching is directed to the ignorant, exhortation to them who know better." 
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