What is My Ministry?

Lesson 2: "The Ministry Gifts" (Romans 12:6-8)

I. MINISTRY
1. Definition: The word ministry in Romans 12 is diakonia (dee-ak-on-eh'-o) which could be translated service, serving, waiting. This word is also associated with the establishment of deacons in Acts 6.
a. The spiritual gift of ministry is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God's work, and to make use of available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish the desired goals. 

b. The gift of ministry is an activity of a practical nature exerted in action, not in word." We can see by this that the gifts of the Spirit reach down into the practicalities of church life. 
2. Example: Acts 6:1-4 -This is an example of practical service, taking care of widows. 
3. Application: This gift is one of the most needed, and therefore, one of the most common gifts the Spirit gives. People with this gift do everything from cleaning the church, to setting up a class room, to working in the nursery, worship, and making sure everything that needs to get done does.
a. The gift of ministry is a beautiful gift that is absolutely necessary for the progress of the body of Christ. Please don't ever underestimate the necessity of loving service. Some believers have this spiritual gift, but we are all to be servants. 1 Peter 4:10, Mark 9:35 
II. RULING/LEADING
1. Definition: The word ruling is the Greek word proistemi, (pro-is'-tay-mee) meaning "he that is placed in front." 

a. The reference is to any place of oversight within the local church.

2. Example: 1 Timothy 3:4-5,– The word “rule” derives from proistemi.
a. The gift of ruling should belong to the elders but it doesn't stop there. The church is far too complex to function with everyone serving and no one ruling at all levels. 
b. The words “have authority over” are from the Greek word authenteo, (ow-then-the'-o) to act of oneself, i.e. (fig.) dominate:--usurp authority over. 
3. Application: Within the local church all members are equal, but in God's sovereign plan some have been equipped to lead and some to follow. 

a. 1 Timothy 5:17 – The scripture makes clear that those who rule in the church are to be respected and honored (“know”)
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