The Language of Love
Lesson 1: Eros “Sexual Love”
I. Definition: Eros is the word used to express sexual love or the feelings of arousal that are shared between people who are physically attracted to one another. 
a. The Greek word for “sexual immorality” is the same word from which we get ‘pornography’ (Gk. porneia), 
i. This covers the gamut of sexual sin (adultery, fornication, homosexuality, bestiality, etc.).
b. This is not to denigrate eros as sinful or impure. Sexual love is not inherently unclean or evil. 
II. Biblical Context: Eros is the gift of God to married couples to express their love for one another, strengthen the bond between them, and ensure the survival of the human race. 
a. The love between a husband and a wife should be, among other things, an erotic love. However, a long-term relationship based solely on erotic love is doomed to failure.

b. The Bible devotes one whole book to the blessings of erotic, or sexual love—Song of Solomon. 
c. While there is nothing inherently sinful with erotic love, it is in this realm of love that our sinful nature is made most manifest because it primarily centers on the self. (Colossians 3:5). 

III. Worldly Context: Because of our fallen sin nature, eros too often becomes porneia. 
a. Human beings tend to go to extremes, becoming either ascetics or hedonists. 
i. The ascetic is the person who completely eschews sexual love because its association with sexual immorality makes it appear evil and therefore must be avoided. 
ii. The hedonist is the person who sees sexual love without restraint as perfectly natural. 
iii. As usual, the biblical view is seen in the balance between these two sinful extremes. 
b. Within the bonds of heterosexual marriage, God celebrates the beauty of sexual love: (Song of Solomon 4:16–5:1). 
i. But outside of biblical marriage, eros becomes distorted and sinful.
