The Language of Love
Lesson 2: Phileo “’Brotherly Love”

I. Definition: to love; to be friendly to one, to delight, long for a thing, to be desirous of preserving one's life.  The word is used to speak of a friendly affection. 
II. Biblical principals of (Phileo)
a. God requires that one (Phileo) love him first and foremost above all to be worthy of him otherwise there will be consequences. (Matt 10:37), (1 Cor 16:22)

i. Although (Phileo) is a voluntary emotional response, it nevertheless is an essential one to have toward God above (Phileo) love for all others in order to be worthy of God.
b. God rebukes and disciplines those he (Phileo) love. (Rev 3:19)
i. Note that God so loved (agape) the world that he gave his one and only son. But God loves (Phileo) his children, i.e., those who believed in the name of his son, (jn 1:12-3) and it is those whom he rebukes and disciplines.
c. Misplaced (Phileo) love can lead to the lord's reproof and even condemnation to Hell. 

i. (John 12:25) "to love (Phileo) life, from an undue desire to preserve it, forgetful of the real object of living, meets with the lord's reproof"
ii. (Matt 23:5-7)  The Pharisees loved the most important seats, neglecting the love of God.
d. God expresses (Phileo) love for the Son. (John 5:20)

e. God the Father ((Phileo)) loves those disciples because that have ((Phileo)) loved Christ. (John 16:16-17, 25-27)
f. Jesus has a special (Phileo) love for certain individuals (John 20:2) (John 11:3-5, 36)
g. Phileo and Agape are distinct kinds of love, yet God expects us to display both for one another. (Romans 12:9-10) (Heb 13:1)
i. v. 9 speaks of Agape love, while v. 10 speaks of (Phileo) So there is apparently a distinction made here between Agape and Phileo.

h. (Phileo) love requires training. (Titus 2:4)
i. One must train oneself and/or be trained to place oneself in an attitude such that (Phileo) becomes a natural response. 
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