The Language of Love

Lesson 3 – Agape “Unconditional Love”

I. What Is Agape?

a. Definition: 1) The love of God or Christ for humankind. 2) The love of Christians for other persons, corresponding to the love of God for humankind.

i. Love is not merely one of God’s attributes; it is the essence of His nature. God is love. (1 John 4:8, 16)
ii. We must understand everything about God, even His law and His wrath, in the context of His love. (Matthew 22:36-40; Romans 1:18-32)
iii. The basis of our salvation is found in God’s nature of love. (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:4-7; Titus 3:3-5)
II. Agape in the Bible?

a. The New Testament uses the Greek word agape to describe God’s love. God’s agape love differs from human love in at least three ways:

i. Human love is conditional. God’s love is unconditional. It flows from Him independently of our goodness or self-worth. (Acts 15:11; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8, 9; Titus 2:14)
ii. Human love is changeable, God’s love is unchangeable. His love never fails. (Jeremiah 31:3; Romans 8:35-39; 1 Corinthians 13:8)
iii. Human love is self-seeking. God’s love is self-sacrificing. (unselfish)(Philippians 2:6-8) 
III. Agape and Salvation

a. The supreme manifestation of God’s unconditional, unchanging, self-sacrificing love was demonstrated when Jesus died the experience of the second death on the cross for all humanity. (Romans 5:8; Hebrews 2:9)
b. Three concepts of love have given rise to three concepts of the gospel:

i. Salvation by works. This “gospel” is based on self-love, i.e., human beings must save themselves by pleasing God through good works. This is legalism. It is the basis of all non-Christian religions.

ii. Salvation by faith plus works. This “gospel” is based on a combination of self-love and self-sacrificing love, i.e., we must first show by our good works that we want to be saved—then God will meet us halfway and save us. The “gospel” of faith-plus-works is at the heart of Roman Catholic theology; it is a subtle form of legalism.

iii. Salvation by grace through faith alone. This gospel is based on self-sacrificing love (agape); that is, while we were helpless, ungodly sinners, God demonstrated His love for us through the death of Jesus Christ, and that death fully reconciled us to Him. This is the clear teaching of the whole Bible. (John 3:16; Romans 5:6-10; Ephesians 2:1-6; 1 Timothy 1:15)
Notes
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