The Eternal Question: “What the Bible Says About Heaven & Hell”
Lesson 2: All About Hell
I. Origins
The word the Bible uses to describe a burning Hell is Gehenna. It comes from a burning place, a valley adjacent to Jerusalem on the south. The Jews considered that location to be ritually unclean because of what had happened there (2 Chronicles 28:1-3, Kings 23:10), and they defiled it all the more by casting the bodies of criminals into its smoldering heaps. In Jesus’ time it was a place of constant fire, a garbage dump, the last stop for all items judged by men to be worthless.
II. A Just Punishment
1. The Bible clearly and explicitly teaches that Hell is a real place to which wicked/unbelieving persons are sent after death.

a. The just punishment for sin is death (Romans 6:23). Since all sin is ultimately against God (Psalm 51:4), and since God is infinite and eternal, the punishment for sin, which is Death, must also be infinite and eternal. Hell is this infinite and eternal death which we have earned because of our sin.

b. The wicked are forever subject to the fury and the wrath of God. Those in Hell will acknowledge the perfect justice of God (Psalm 76:10).

c. Those who are in Hell will know that their punishment is just and that they alone are to blame (Deuteronomy 32:3-5).

2. Despite the imagery of flames and torment, the fundamental nature of Hell is Eternal separation from God. 

III. Not Just Fire
1. The New Testament describes Hell as: 
	a. Everlasting fire (Mark 9:43)
	e. A bottomless pit (abyss) (Revelation 20:3)

	b. Darkness (Matthew 25:30)
	f. Death (Revelation 2:11)

	c. Everlasting destruction (2 Thessalonians 1:9)
	g. Everlasting torment (Revelation 20:10)

	d. A place of wailing & gnashing of teeth (Matt 25:30)
	h. Shame and everlasting contempt (Daniel 12:2)


2. The very variety of these details argues against applying a literal interpretation of any particular one, but rather combining all of these descriptors to bring us to a place beyond the limits of our language—to a place far worse than we could ever imagine.
IV. Misconceptions about Hell
1. “Hell is enlarging itself”. Did God have to make Hell bigger to receive all the lost souls?

a. The correct word in Isaiah 5:14 is Sheol or “grave”. This speaks more to the types of lifestyles that will cause men to perish (die), than it does the size or scope of Hell. Remember, heaven and hell are not bound by our earthly ideas of size and space.

2. Satan is the ruler of Hell and he and his demons torture people in Hell.

a. The Bible calls Satan the “prince of the air”, the “god of this world”, and “ruler of this world”. This displays his influence in the hearts and minds of those who don’t follow God. No where does the bible mention Satan or his demons literally dwelling in Hell, nor taking part in the torture of souls. 
3. Hell was originally created for Satan and his Fallen Angels.

a. The scripture most often cited is Matthew 25:41 and many believe this refers to Hell. But in context, Matthew 25 is a vivid description of God’s FINAL end times judgment and better aligns with Revelations 20:10, 14-15, that describes Satan/demons being cast into the Lake of Fire at the same time that Hell (and the human souls in it) is emptied into it.
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