What is My Ministry?

Lesson 3: "The Compassion Gifts" (Romans 12:6-8)

I. MERCY 

1. Definition: The word mercy is eleeo, (el-eh-eh'-o) it is the outward manifestation of pity. 
a. This is a gift symbolizing the very character of God himself. 

2. Example: Psalms 103:8 - Mercy is extended to men in relation to misery, which is a result of their situation. 
a. It looks not on what a man deserves but what he needs. 
b. Showing mercy to the poor honors the Lord: Proverbs 14:31 
3. Application: The gift of mercy is the ability to sympathize with and to suffer alongside those who fall into grievous affliction. To come alongside the poor, the sick, the destitute, the orphan, the widowed, and those in prison and minister to them. 
a. This gift is evident in areas of ministry such as hospital visitation, convalescence homes, and shut ins, the poor and the needy, outreach ministries to alcoholics and unwed mothers. 
b. People with this gift are the heart of the body. 

II. GIVING

1. Definition: "Gives" is a compound Greek word metadidomi, (met-ad-id'-o-mee). Didomi is the normal word for give, but metadidomi means to super give. 
a. There are some people who are gifted by the Spirit of God to be “super” givers. 
b. The gift of giving is the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to contribute their material resources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness.
2. Example: 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 - The gift of giving seems to have been evident in Macedonia.

a. Unless we think that this is a gift only for the rich let's remember that the Corinthian church was a congregation of poverty stricken believers.  2 Corinthians 8:3-5
3. Application: Every believer is commanded by God to give, giving is not an option. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, Galatians 6:6-8 
a. Romans 12:8 says that he who gives is to do it with liberality. That word means with sincerity or unaffectedness. 

b. We are all responsible to give, but some people have been gifted to go way beyond the normal. 
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