Spiritual Disciplines
Lesson 3: Stewardship and Sacrifice (Matthew 25:14-30)
Why give money to the church? Because it's the right thing to do? A good tax write off? God needs it? The church expects it? To put it simply, it's what God says to do. 

Stewardship: Being Responsible with God’s Provision

1. Stewardship is a lifestyle choice that recognizes that everything is a gift from God. 
a. Our responsibility as Christian stewards is to manage all the gifts that we have received from God – including our financial gifts. God is the true owner of all that we have in life. 
b. Jesus consistently taught that our responsibility as his disciples is to recognize that God is the provider of all that we possess and that our call is to be generous givers of our resources. 
2. A Christian steward contributes their time, talent, and financial resources with a willing and joyful spirit. 
a. Being a generous giver is a spiritual response to God’s goodness. We are in a life-long process as stewards of God’s possessions. 
b. Stewardship is not man’s way of raising money but God’s way of raising disciples. 
3. Tithing is the setting aside of one-tenth of one's income for God, as noted in the Bible. 
a. Genesis 15: 20-22, Malachi 3:6-12, Matthew 23:23 all speak to the Lord’s command to tithe.
4. God wants to us to give regularly, generously and sacrificially out of all he gives us. Not because God needs what we have, but because we need to give it. What we do with what we have both reveals and focuses our heart. (I Timothy 6:17-18)
Sacrifice: Finding Security in God and Freedom from Material Insecurity
1. We practice sacrifice to give up our self-security and find security in God. 
a. Sacrifice is not the same as frugality. Remember that frugality is giving up things which are "extras," or luxuries, and instead, investing our time, money, and energy in things that have eternal significance. (Matthew 6:19-20)
b. Sacrifice is giving up the security of meeting our own needs with our own resources.
2. The practice of sacrifice places us well outside of our comfort zone, and into the desert where we must trust the resources of God. 
a. In some cases, this may involve the sacrifice of our financial security.
b. Please note: does not mean we are to become irresponsible. We should not become delinquent on our debts and ignore our obligations so we can give to some good cause. (Proverbs 3:27-28)
c. Only those who sacrifice experience the amazing depths of God's ability to provide. Only when we are totally abandoned to God do we discover the full wealth of His resources. 
3. Sacrifice is not only concerned with money. Practicing sacrifice may mean giving up the security of a relationship. 
a. God called Abraham to give up his son (his only son, the son who he loved), Isaac. Abraham had finally discovered that his only security was to be in God alone, and so he was willing to sacrifice his long awaited hope and dream, Isaac.
b. Sacrifice may involve giving up your time, sleep, shirt, coat, career-whatever of your own resources that you trust in rather than God.
4. It is necessary for us to examine the source of our security. 
a. The practice of sacrifice helps us to find security somewhere other than our own resources and relationships. And when we sacrifice, we discover the freedom that comes in such a life of abandonment. We find a security that is out of this world.
Examine your life. In which areas do you rely solely on your own resources? Would you be willing to risk cutting off that branch so you can discover "strange, unaccountable ways" God can provide? I guarantee you will be surprised at the results.
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