What is My ministry?

Lesson 4: So What About Me?

1. Teaching

a. A God given ability to understand and pass on spiritual truth.

i. Talents & Qualities Needed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Exhortation & Prophecy

a. The gift of exhortation is the ability to build up, give comfort, strengthen the body.

b. Prophecy is the public proclaiming of God’s established truth or “foretelling” the Word of God.

i. Talents & Qualities Needed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Ministry

a. The special ability to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to the work of the local church.

i. Talents & Qualities Needed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Ruling

a. The ability to effectively oversee ministries of the local church.

i. Talents & Qualities Needed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Mercy

a. The ability to sympathize with and to suffer alongside those who fall are afflicted.

i. Talents & Qualities Needed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Giving

a. The ability given to certain members of the Body to contribute abundant resources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness.

i. Talents & Qualities Needed: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The BIG Question: How do I identify my ministry gift?

Answer: There is no magic formula or test that can tell us exactly what our ministry gifts are, but identifying our purpose in the Church can be accomplished in various ways. Spiritual gift tests or ministry inventories, cannot be fully relied upon, but they can help us understand where our gifting might be. Confirmation from others also gives light to our area of ministry. Other people who see us serving the Lord can often identify a talent or quality already in use that we might take for granted or not recognize. Prayer is also important. The one person who knows exactly how we are spiritually gifted is the gift-giver Himself—the Holy Spirit. We can ask God to show us how we are gifted in order to better use our spiritual gifts for His glory.

A common problem for Christians is the temptation to get so caught up in seeking our ONE spiritual gift that we bypass opportunities to serve God while attempting to find the area in which we feel we have been gifted. That is not how the spiritual gifts work. God calls us to obediently serve Him in all things. Is it beneficial to know what spiritual gift(s) God has given us? Of course it is. Is it wrong to focus so much on spiritual gifts that we miss other opportunities to serve God? Yes. If we are dedicated to being used by God, He will equip us with whatever gift or gifts we need to accomplish the task He has called us to.

Some questions to ask in your discovery may be. 1) What natural talents do I have? ___________________

2) What do I like to do? ______________________________________

3) What do others depend on me for?_____________________________

