A Study of Revelations

Lesson 3 - The Tribulation Period & The Rule of the Antichrist

The church, made up of all who have trusted in the person and work of the Lord Jesus to save them from being punished for sin, will not be present during the tribulation and reign of the Anti-Christ. 

The Rapture

· Christ will remove all born-again believers from the earth in an event known as the rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54). 

· At the judgment seat of Christ, these believers will be rewarded for good works and faithful service during their time on earth or will lose rewards, but not eternal life, for lack of service and obedience (1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10).
The Tribulation

The tribulation is a future seven-year period of time when God will finish His discipline of Israel and finalize His judgment of the unbelieving world. During the tribulation, there will be terrible wars, famines, plagues, and natural disasters. God will be pouring out His wrath against sin, evil, and wickedness. 

· The massive effects of the rapture will likely lead to worldwide hysteria and confusion allowing an opportunity for the Antichrist to come to power for 7 years. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

· This man will possess the spirit of Satan and seemingly lead the world into time of peace and prosperity.

· He will accomplish, at least for a season, what no other ruler has managed to accomplish—global unity. 
· He will establish himself as a true world ruler and will sign a covenant with Israel for seven years (Daniel 9:27).

The Antichrist

· During the first half of Antichrist’s seven-year reign, the inhabitants of Earth will live in relative harmony. 

· Literally billions of misguided people will worship him as their god and savior. The Antichrist will accept the people’s worship! He will exact the allegiance of all (Revelation 13:16). This leads to a dramatic turning point in the middle of the tribulation.

· About halfway through the seven years, the Antichrist will break the peace covenant with Israel and make war against it. 
· The Antichrist will commit “the abomination of desolation” and set up an image of himself in the Jerusalem temple (Daniel 9:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10) and demand to be worshiped. 
· Those who refuse to worship Antichrist face death. 

· This second half of the tribulation is known as “the great tribulation” (Revelation 7:14) and “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7).
· At the end of the seven-year tribulation, the Antichrist will launch a final attack on Jerusalem, culminating in the battle of Armageddon. 
· Jesus Christ will return, destroy the Antichrist and his armies, and cast them into the lake of fire. (Revelation 19:11-21).

Tribulation Saints

· Most who were hard-hearted toward the Gospel before the Rapture are likely to remain so.

· There will be many people who come to Christ during the Tribulation. 

· The 144,000 Jewish witnesses (Revelation 7:4) are Jewish believers. 

· Many people will be killed (beheaded) for their faith in Christ during the Tribulation (Revelation 

 HYPERLINK "http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Revelation%2020.4" \t "_blank" 20:4).
· Revelation 6:9-11 describes those martyred during the Tribulation “because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained.” 

· They will correctly interpret what they see going on around them during the Tribulation, calling on people to repent and believe the Gospel. 

· The Antichrist and his followers will not tolerate this and will kill them. 
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