A Journey Through the Gospel of Matthew

Lesson 3: The Teachings of Jesus – Pt. II

Instructions to the Church (Matthew 18–19:1)

Matthew is the only Gospel to discuss the ecclesia (Greek: assembly), or church. 

· In Matthew, Jesus establishes his church on Peter, giving Peter and the Church the power to bind and loose (or forbid and allow). Note that the correct usage of binding and loosing is NOT mentioned as being associated to popular spiritual themes (healing, spiritual power, etc) but rather to church discipline (rebuke, silencing, restoration to ministry)

· The instructions for the church emphasize ecclesiastical responsibility and humility. 

· He calls on his disciples to practice forgiveness, but he also gives them the authority to excommunicate the unrepentant. 

Fifth discourse or “The Seven Woes” (Matthew 23, especially verses 13-32)

· Jesus heaps the "seven woes" on the scribes and Pharisees.

· This hostility is thought to expose the attitude of the first-century church as well as provide warning to the Church to come.

Signs of the Times (Matthew 24)

Matthew expands Marks' account of  the Second Coming. 

· Matthew mentions such things as false Messiahs, earthquakes, and persecution of his disciples, but states that these are not signs of the end times. 

· After the tribulation, the sun, moon, and stars will fail. 

· The declaration that his generation would not pass away before all the prophecies are fulfilled indicates that the author thought himself to be living in the last days. 

· This discourse might incorporate two different End Times traditions, one with typical apocalyptic signs and the other emphasizing that the Master will return without warning. Both approaches emphasize the need for believers to be ready for His return.

End Time Parables and Vision of the Second Coming (Matthew 25)

· The parables of the foolish virgins and of the talents expand on the previous passages’ themes of readiness and Jesus' unexpected return. 

· In a prophetic vision, Jesus judges the world. 

· The godly ("sheep") are those who helped those in need, while the wicked ("goats") are those who did not.
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