A Journey Through the Gospel of Matthew

Lesson 2: The Teachings of Jesus – Pt. I

Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5 - 7)

Matthew's principal addition to Mark's narrative is five collections of teaching material, and the first is the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is presented as greater than Moses, and His teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven completes and transcends Mosaic Law.

· The Beatitudes bless the poor in spirit and the meek. In a series of six statements Jesus expounds on and reinterprets the Law according to the Principles of the Kingdom. He offers the Lord's Prayer as a simple alternative to flamboyant prayer favored by the Pharisees. 

· The Lord's Prayer contains parallels to First Chronicles 29:10-18. 

· Matthew's beatitudes differ from those found in Luke. 

· The blessings in Luke to the poor and hungry are here blessings to the poor in spirit and those who hunger for justice. 

· In addition, Matthew has more blessings than Luke, the extras apparently derived from Psalms and from numerous precedents for virtues being rewarded.

Instructions to the Twelve Disciples (Matthew 10 – 11:1)

Matthew names the Twelve Disciples. Jesus sends them to preach to the Jews, perform miracles, and prophesy the imminent coming of the Kingdom. 

· Jesus commands them to travel lightly, without even a staff or sandals. 

· He tells them they will face persecution. Scholars are divided over whether the rules originated with Jesus or with apostolic practice.

Parables on the Kingdom (Matthew 13)

Jesus tells the parable of the sower, paralleling Mark. Like Mark and Luke, Matthew portrays Jesus as using parables in order to prevent the unworthy from receiving his message. 

· The parables of the wheat and the tares and of the net, unique to Matthew, portray God's sure judgment as indefinitely delayed. 

· The parables of the mustard seed and of the pearl "of very special value" emphasize the secret nature and incomprehensible worth of the Kingdom.
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