A Journey Through the Gospel of Matthew

Lesson 1: Jesus' Early Life

Summary: The Gospel of Matthew was written by the apostle of the same name probably around 50 AD. This was a time when most Christians were Jewish converts, which explains Matthew’s focus on Jewish historical perspective and the use of speech that Jews could easily relate to. Matthew intended to prove to the Jews that Jesus Christ is the promised King and Messiah of Israel. More than any other gospel, Matthew quotes the Old Testament (over 60 times) to show how Jesus fulfilled the words of the Jewish prophets. 


Breakdown: For convenience, the book can be divided into its four structurally distinct sections.

1. Containing the genealogy, the birth, and the infancy of Jesus (Matthew 1; Matthew 2).

2. The discourses and actions of John the Baptist preparatory to Christ's public ministry (Matthew 3; Matthew 4:11).

3. The discourses and actions of Christ in Galilee (4:12–26:1). 

1. The Sermon on the Mount, concerning morality (Ch. 5–7)

2. The Missionary Discourse, concerning the mission Jesus gave his Twelve Apostles. (10–11:1)

3. The Parable Discourse, stories that teach about the Kingdom of Heaven (13).

4. The "Church Order" Discourse, concerning relationships among disciples (18–19:1).

5. The Eschatological (End Times) Discourse, which includes the Olivet Discourse  (given on the Mount of Olives) and Judgment of the Nations, concerning his Second Coming and the end of the age (Ch. 24–25).

4. The sufferings, death and Resurrection of Jesus, the Great Commission (CH.26-28).

Genealogy (Matthew 1:1 - 17)

After giving a genealogy from Abraham to Jesus, Matthew gives the number of generations from Abraham to David, from David to the deportation to Babylon, and from the deportation to Jesus as fourteen each. Matthew traces the genealogy of Jesus through Joseph, not Mary. 

· There are differences between Matthew's and Luke's genealogy Luke presents Mary’s genealogy, while Matthew relates Joseph’s; (2) Luke has Jesus’ actual human ancestry through Joseph, while Matthew gives his legal ancestry by which he was the legitimate successor to the throne of David.

Infancy narrative (Matthew 1:18 – 2:23)

Mary becomes pregnant "of the Holy Spirit", and so Joseph decides to break his relationship with her quietly. He however has a dream with the promise of the birth of Jesus. The gospel proceeds with visit of the Magi who acknowledge the infant Jesus as king. This is followed by Herod's massacre of the innocents and the flight into Egypt, and an eventual journey to Nazareth. 

· The chief aim of the infancy narrative is to convince readers of the divine nature of Jesus through his conception through the Holy Spirit and his virgin birth; the visit of Magi and flight into Egypt intended to show that Jesus' kingship is not restricted to Jews but is rather universal. 

Baptism and Temptation (Matthew 3:1 - 4:11)

John baptizes Jesus, and the Holy Spirit descends upon him. The evangelist addresses the puzzling scene of Jesus, born sinless, being baptized. He omits reference to baptism being for forgiveness of sins and depicts John emphasizing his inferiority to Jesus. The descent of the Holy Spirit tells the reader that Jesus has become God's anointed (Messiah or Christ).

Jesus prays and meditates in the wilderness for forty days, and then is tempted by the Devil. Jesus refutes the Devil with quotations from Jewish Law.
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