The Life & Ministry of Paul

Lesson 1 – Conversion & Early Ministry


Pre-Christian Life

	Born a Jew in Tarsus and Circumcised
	Acts 22:3, Philippians 3:5   

	A Pharisee and son of a Pharisee
	Acts 23:6   

	Highly educated, taught by the most prominent Jewish teacher of the day. (Gamaliel)
	Acts 22:3    

	Strict teacher of Jewish Law, persecutor of Christians (present at Stephen’s stoning)
	Galatians 1:14, Acts 7: 58   

	A Tent-maker by trade
	Acts 18:1-3   


Paul's Conversion
I. How it happened - Acts 9: 1-9 (Repeated in Acts 22: 4-10)       

  a. Blinded for 3 Days - Acts 9:8-12   
 
  b. Is healed and baptized - Acts 9:17-18    

  c. Begins to preach Jesus - Acts 9:19-21    

  d. The Jews plot to kill him and his escape - Acts 9:23-25    
Paul Begins Ministry
  a. At first, Christians were afraid of him - Acts 9: 26   
  b. Eventually accepted - Acts 9: 27-30    


Key Thought – God Shows Mercy to Paul – I Timothy 1:13-16
Through his strict Jewish background and dramatic conversion, God positioned Paul to one of the foremost preachers and teachers of the Gospel, especially to the Gentiles.
Notes:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
