Money Matters

Lesson 1: Keeping Money in Perspective 

One of the greatest challenges in our age is how to keep money in its rightful place in our lives. Money can be a great opportunity and a wonderful tool, but it also can be a tremendous temptation and significant stumbling block for us. With money, we can accomplish great things for God, or we can lose sight of our dependence on God and rely instead on our own selfish interests and desires. 

The Bible has a lot to say about money’s role and use in human life. Most people think the majority of Jesus’ teaching focuses on healing, or conviction of sin, or on the failings of the religious leaders of his day. Actually, the majority of his teaching is focused on money and possessions and how to keep a proper perspective on wealth.

1.) There is no room for pride in financial wealth. 

Deuteronomy 8:10–19 - In Deuteronomy, God warned about the usual human reaction to abundance—pride and glory. Instead, God says, we must release all pride and realize that wealth and abundance stem from the sheer grace of God and trust in his provision. 
God anticipated that human greed as well as need could drive the pursuit of wealth. As the people of Israel settled in the Promised Land and could use their skills and talents on farms and in villages, they could enjoy peace and prosperity. Yet they well might think that their choices and actions generated wealth. They would forget the grace of God.

Read & Discuss Jeremiah 9:23–24. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.) Christians must make constant choices between two masters—God and money.

Matthew 6:24 - In this familiar verse, Jesus teaches his disciples that they cannot serve two masters. “You cannot serve both God and Money,” he proclaims. In Aramaic, Jesus’ human language, the word money is “Mammon.” 
The word Mammon means “riches and worldly gain personified as a false god in the New Testament.” That explains why the word is capitalized. There is power in that false god’s work. Hearts and minds are won and lives enslaved by its power. Mammon also means “material wealth regarded as having an evil influence.” That influence, of course, is to draw one away from God Almighty.

Read & Discuss Mark 10:21–25. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) Spiritual priorities must shape our attitudes and decisions about money and its use.

Luke 16:8–14 - It may seem ironic, but Jesus commended the dishonest steward who was calculating in this situation: “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly.” The dishonest steward acted in his own interests, to be sure, but he also acted in his master’s best interests—and everybody won, including customers who also saved a bundle of money. Jesus noted that if people cannot be trusted in handling worldly wealth, they cannot be trusted with true riches.
Read & Discuss 1 Timothy 6:9-10

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Final Thoughts

Being wealthy or having wealth is not wrong. There is nothing immoral or sinful about possessions. There is a problem, however, when the possessions possess a person and the wealth controls decisions and relationships. The rich man in Mark 10 had to grapple at the most personal level with this issue. That is why he was so sad. For the first time in his life, he had to confront what controlled him.

