How to Study the Bible

Part II – Using Reference Books


Using a Bible Concordance
A Bible concordance is a study tool used by anyone looking to know their Bible better. The concordance list words that are used in the Bible and then the verses where that word can be found. Also, if you are looking for verses pertaining to a certain topic, it will list some of the verses that contain that topical word.
· The concordance that is found in the back of your Bible is limited. You won't find every word nor will you find every verse where that word is found. 

· Strong's Exhausted Concordance is the most well known concordance, but you can also search the internet for a Bible word or phrase and several sites will come up to tell you where to find the verse. 

Using a Bible Dictionary
If you're serious about studying the Bible, you should have a Bible dictionary at your side when reading your Bible. The Bible dictionary, combined with prayer and your Bible, can help to unlock, understand and gain revelation about the history and culture of biblical times. 

· Bible dictionaries allow you to look up individual words such as "priest" or a phrases such as "high priest."

· Once you've found the term or phrase you are interested in, read the definition. Definitions usually contain references to Bible verses in which the term or phrase is used.

· Review associated passages to fully understand the word or phrase in question. By reading the passage along with the verses before and after, it gives you a better understanding of the word use in its original context.
Bible Study Exercise (split into groups): Use a dictionary and concordance to identify key terms and cross reference the following scriptures with related passages in the Bible.
1. Hebrews 11:1

2. Genesis 1:6

3. Matthew 2:11

4. Exodus 33:7

5. I Corinthians 9:2
Which Translation Should I Use?
The King James Version is probably is the most beautiful, elegant, literary English translation that will ever be produced. In the nearly 400 years since the KJV was translated in 1611, literally thousands more manuscripts have been discovered, ranging from small portions to complete copies of the Old or New Testaments.  Many of these are from earlier periods and more accurate. 

Most of the modern translations have been produced by fine scholars using the many thousands of manuscripts available today. Different translations are better for various purposes. 

If you are interested in serious study of the Bible, including grammar and vocabulary, you will want a more literal translation, such as the English Standard Version, New King James, or New American Standard. However, it is always good to compare several translations, especially for passages that are difficult to understand. If you are interested in reading the Bible in large blocks, you probably will prefer one of the freer translations (not necessarily less accurate), such as the New International, New Living Translation, or Contemporary English Version. 
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