How to Study the Bible: Basic Bible Interpretation
II Timothy 2:15

Exercise: Consider the meaning of the following verses: Matthew 18:19, Genesis 31:49, Proverbs 18:16 
The question of how one should interpret and teach the Bible is found in key principles that effect interpretation:
1.   Principle of Simplicity: this involves in taking the scripture in its literal sense unless it is specified that it is to be taken figuratively.  This is crucial in such passages as Isaiah 55 where it says the trees clapped.  This obviously should be taken figuratively.  
2.   Principle of History: When reading the Bible this is important to understand that the Bible is an historical book written in a certain time period to a certain group of people.  We must take it in its original literary, political, physical, religious, technological, ideological, and social context.  
3.   Principle of Context:  When interpreting a passage of scripture one must take it in its immediate context (verse, passage, book, Bible).  For example in order to understand Mark 10:11 one needs to look to parallel passages like Matthew 5:32. (take a moment to compare these passages)
4.   Principle of Harmony: God spoke without contradiction.  The Bible contains parallel passages, similar ideas and balanced ideas.  An example of this is found in James where it emphasizes the importance of works while Hebrews speaks primarily of faith.  

The method for studying the Bible that most Christian scholars support is: 

1) Read the Bible; 

2) Observe the text structure and literary style (commentary, poem, conversation, song, reflection, parable, etc.) 

3) Identify elements that need clarification (ask questions about the text); 

4) Begin to interpret the meaning (follow the principles of interpretation); 
General Guidelines

· Avoid describing personal opinions, current socially accepted/unaccepted behaviors, individual church rules, and denominational standards as Biblical Teaching if they are not explicitly stated as so in scripture.
Two Primary Types of Study Methods
	
	Topical
	Textual

	Definition
	Study of Biblical themes of Christian doctrine (faith, love, holiness, etc) with the goal of increasing the presence or discipline. Goals of study are to discover Biblical significance of passages and how they connect with contemporary life.
	Deals more in studying text with the intent of understanding the direct meaning of the text (language study), events (chronological placement, historical significance, relationship with other events), character profiles (biographies and ministries of biblical figures), study of scripture for memory and correct context.

	Advantages
	Allows for more class engagement, discussion, and real life example.
	Encourages a more rigorous, disciplined approach to study.

	Potential Dangers
	Tendency to seek relevancy over eternal Truth.
	May get “lost in the details” and become more concerned with “facts” than Truth.

	Example Scripture Passage suitable for respective study methods.
	I Corinthians 15
Commentary (Paul) describing significance of Resurrection and its meaning in the contemporary life of the Christian (the promise or our own resurrection)
	Matthew 28
Historical, detailed account of Jesus Christ’s Resurrection.


By using careful Biblical interpretation, we can more accurately approach our study of God’s Word.
