A Study of Christian Baptism


I. The Origins of Baptism
The origins of baptism might be found in the Book of Leviticus where the Levite priests were commanded to perform a symbolic cleansing in water before and after performing their priestly duties. (Leviticus 16:4, Leviticus 16:23-24) 

Although the act described in these Old Testament passages was not specifically called “baptism,” it does highlight how important and holy ceremonial (and practical) cleansing is to God. 

· John’s “baptism of repentance” (Luke 3:3; Acts 19:4) followed this paradigm of cleansing, although the final cleansing from sin is only available through Christ and John’s baptism was the foreshadowing of it. 
· The significance of baptism as a New Testament ceremony is that as believers in Jesus Christ, we are baptized into His death (Romans 6:3) and raised to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4). 
· Jesus understood the significance of baptism to the extent that He Himself was baptized by John the Baptist (Mark 1:9) at the start of His ministry.
II. The Importance of Baptism

Christian baptism is, according to the Bible, an outward testimony of what has occurred inwardly in a believer’s life. Christian baptism illustrates a believer’s identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. 

· The Bible declares, “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:3-4). 
· In Christian baptism, the action of being immersed in the water symbolizes dying and being buried with Christ. The action of coming out of the water pictures Christ’s resurrection.

III. Requirements for Baptism

In Christian baptism, there are two requirements before a person is baptized: 

1) the person being baptized must have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior, 

2) the person must understand what baptism signifies. 

· If a person knows the Lord Jesus as Savior, understands that Christian baptism is a step of obedience in publicly proclaiming his faith in Christ, and desires to be baptized, then there is no reason to prevent the believer from being baptized. 

· According to the Bible, Christian baptism is important because it is a step of obedience—publicly declaring faith in Christ and commitment to Him—an identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.
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