Money Matters: A Heart That Gives
A. Principles of Giving

1. Divine Ownership

a. GOD OWNS EVERYTHING! (Psalms 24:1, Psalms 50:10-11, Haggai 2:8)

2. Stewardship of Believers

a. God has given us right to be able to make our own decisions concerning the resources He has provided. We can bless God or curse God (and ourselves) with our obedience concerning money. Obedience blesses God, while disobedience is a reproach unto God. (Isaiah 1:19-20)

3. Whether concerning Tithes or Offering, giving is a matter of Obedience to God and Love for God. The two attributes are intimately related by Christ Himself: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)
Tithe is the English word translated from the original Hebrew and Greek words that both mean “a tenth”. The Tithe is a God-commanded 10% “return” of our increase (income) which is used to support the ministry of the Church and those in His service. Tithing and the purpose of those funds given was formalized in the Law given to Moses. (Leviticus 27:30, Numbers 18:20-21, Numbers 18:25-29). God designed the Tithe to be affordable for everyone by placing it in proportion to each person’s income.

Jesus Christ paid both the tithe and civil taxes to the Roman government (Matthew 17:24-27). He also commanded it by saying, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." (Luke 20:25) 

An Offering is a voluntary gift given beyond one’s Tithe to the work of the ministry. Offerings may be requested and distributed according to specific purposes or needs of the Church. 

B. Myths and Misconceptions Concerning Tithes & Offerings
1. “Tithing is only a command of Old Testament Law and is not required of the Church today.” - FALSE
a. The payment of the tenth to God was practiced early in Bible History, well before the law was given to Moses. The Scriptures record that Abraham paid a tithe to Melchizedek, who was the king of Salem (Jerusalem) and "priest of God Most High" (Genesis 14:18-20, Hebrews 7:4-6). Jacob, the father of The Tribes of Israel, paid the tithe to God (Genesis 28:22). 
b. Tithing continued into the Church era (New Testament & today). The Old Testament purposes were reinforced again in relation to the new Church. (1 Corinthians 9:13-14)  (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). 

2. “Tithing is optional, what only really matters to God is that I live right and have a sincere heart.” - FALSE
a. Paying the Tithe IS a part of living right and a sign of a heart that is right with God! Those who neglected the command to tithe were considered to be robbing God ( a sin) and cursing themselves in the process. (Malachi 3:8-12).
b. Jesus very clearly states that God requires both obedience to the Tithe AND faithfulness in other areas. (Matthew 23:23) You can not have one without the other and be right in God’s eyes.
3. “All Pastors should have jobs and not receive support from Tithes.” – FALSE
a. Despite his divine entitlement to receive financial living support, the Apostle Paul chose to not always claim that right (and work instead for a time) so that his motives would never be in doubt. 
b. He also did this so that he could speak and write the truth boldly and freely without being influenced by any concern for losing income. (1 Corinthians 9:15-22, 2 Corinthians 2:17).
4. “My Tithes & Offering are between me and God, no one should ever know what I give.” - FALSE
a. According to II Corinthians 9:7, only the willingness and amount one desires to give (above the required Tithe) is to be privately purposed in the heart of man and not by coercion or pressure. 
b. The act of giving is never commanded to be private,  except in the case of giving Alms, charity usually given directly and personally to the poor. (Matthew 6:1-4)
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