7 Ways God Speaks to His People
Have you ever heard someone’s testimony of how God has spoken in clear way in particular situation? Have you ever wondered how can God speak to everyone but you? Does God really speak to us? Or is it mere emotion or feeling? Does he really communicate in clear (sometimes audible) voice? The answer is, of course, “Yes”, He does. In this lesson, we’ll look at what Bible says about the ways in which God speaks to his people.

1. Through the Word of God (2 Tim 3:16, Psalm 119:11, 105) 
a. This is the most clear and effective way God communicates with His people. 
b. If you want to know how things work perfectly, you need to read the manual. The Bible is God’s manual for his people. But as in case with other manuals, we often ignore Bible.
2. Through the inner still, small voice of Holy Spirit (Acts 11:12, 1 Kings 19:12, Isaiah 30:19-21)
a. God speaks to us by “His” Spirit, which we call the Holy Spirit. Though small, this voice produces an incredibly strong conviction in a person, whether to repentance or some action that God desires them to do.
b. The Holy Spirit will never contradict the Word of God. If someone claims that God is “leading” them to do something that is in contradiction to the Word, we must judge that “leading” as false.

3. Through the advice and counsel of men and women of God (Proverbs 12:15)
a. Those who have been set beside us as Godly friends, confidants, and mentors will guide us with words of wisdom as given by the Holy Spirit and His Word.

4. Through the Audible Voice of God (Acts 9:4-5)
a. This scripture is just one of many in which an audible voice, the unmistakable voice of God, that can only be confirmed by the Holy Spirit. There is no natural way to discern if it’s really God’s voice accept that it line up with the Word of God.

5. Through Dreams (Matthew 1:20-21)

a. There are many instances in the bible, when God clearly communicates through dreams. They are often to give direction, confirm the Word that has already been spoken, or provide someone with a glimpse of a supernatural or heavenly scene.
6. Through Visions (Acts 10:9-18)
a. Similar to dreams, however, one doesn’t have to be sleeping/dreaming to see a vision. Visions are often a glimpse of what “will be”, or a blueprint of sorts, especially when it comes to carrying out a specific ministry or calling. A vision may show the end result even as a person is just starting.

7. Through Angels (Luke 1: 26-38)
a. Again, the instances are too numerous to mention, as are the personal testimonies of many who  claim to have encountered angels. Without a doubt some claims are dubious, perhaps delusions, but the Bible is clear that Angels are used by God to communicate with His people.

i. As we’ve learned in previous studies, angels will never seek glory, but always glorify God in their words and deeds. (Colossians 2:8)
Can we misinterpret our own voice or desire as God’s voice? Certainly! This is a concern for all believers, whether mature or new babes in Christ. However, we are given a strict guideline in this area:
1. We are to “try the Spirit by the Spirit” to see if it is of God. This is not just in regards to someone else sharing a word or act they claim to be of God, but our own words and actions. We must judge ourselves by the Word of God just like anyone else.

a. Paul went so far as to commend the Bereans who boldly sought to search the scriptures to ensure that what he was speaking to them was true. (Acts 17:10-14)
b. Accordingly, even the Word revealed through one who speaks in tongues among the congregation is to be confirmed by other Spirit filled believers; otherwise the speaker should keep His revelation between himself and God. (I Corinthians 14:26-28)

NOTES__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
